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Fuel savings to support
public welfare

— Oil minister said the
government is reviewing a
package of fuel demand-man-
agement measures aimed at
reducing gasoline consump-
tion and imports, with any
savings potentially redirected
toward improving people’s
livelihoods.

Speaking Tuesday at a meet-
ing with members of Parlia-
ment’s Article 90 Committee,
Oil Minister Mohsen Pakne-
jad said the proposals under

review include expanding the
use of alternative fuels such
as compressed natural gas
(CNG) and liquefied petro-
leum gas (LPG), transferring
gasoline quotas from fuel
cards to bank cards, and other
consumption-management
initiatives. Once finalized, the
oil industry will implement
the government’s directives.
Paknejad said discussions
during the meeting focused
on ensuring a stable fuel sup-

ply and identifying practi-

cal solutions to minimize
disruptions for the public.He
noted that Iran has faced an
energy imbalance for years
and said addressing the chal-
lenge requires action on two
fronts: increasing production
and managing demand. While
boosting production remains
a core responsibility of the oil
industry, he said consumption
optimization cannot succeed
without public cooperation.

The minister emphasized that
a portion of the country’s
foreign currency resources

is spent on gasoline imports.
Reducing import needs
through better consumption
management and efficiency
measures would free up
resources that could be used
to improve living standards,
he said.Paknejad said the
government’s strategy is to
pursue energy-efficiency and
fuel-demand management
policies that lower import
dependence while directing
the resulting savings toward
public welfare. He added
that efforts will be made to
ensure citizens face as few
challenges as possible during
implementation.
Government Officials
“Alongside the People”
Referring to the country’s
current circumstances, Pakne
jad said government officials
have remained committed

to serving the public during
difficult times and that the
Oil Ministry is determined to
help maintain the best pos-
sible conditions for people’s
well-being.He acknowledged
ongoing challenges, particu-
larly in fuel supply, and said
the oil industry’s mission

is to address them through
effective policies and public
cooperation.

W
Petrochemical supply up as market stability holds

The supply of petrochemical products to
Iran’s downstream industries is improv-
ing, with higher product availability

and continued price stability helping the
market move toward balance, according
to a senior official at the National Petro-
chemical Company (NPC).

Mohammad Motaqi, NPC’s director of
downstream industries development, said
increased product offerings have reduced
competition on the Iran Mercantile
Exchange and the Iran Energy Exchange,
while prices are gradually returning to
more reasonable levels.“Some of the de-
mand that went unmet in recent weeks is
now being supplied, and conditions are
steadily returning to normal for down-
stream industries,” he said.
Petrochemical Supply Continues to
Increase

Motaqi said that although supply levels
have not yet returned to the balance

seen last year, conditions have improved
significantly compared with the previous
month.He noted that supply volumes in
the third week of Khordad are expected
to increase from the previous week and
that the upward trend will continue as
petrochemical plants complete recon-
struction and rehabilitation work and
return to operation.On polyvinyl chloride
(PVC) production, Motaqi said supply
has improved compared with previous
weeks and is expected to rise further
within the next one to two weeks. He
added that two key grades — S60, used
in medical and healthcare applications,
and S65, used in pipes, fittings and other
industrial products — are currently being
produced and supplied simultaneously.
Regarding polyethylene products, he
said domestic demand can now be met at
levels close to those of last year.

Higher PET Production Supports
Textile Sector

Motagqi said production of polyethylene
terephthalate (PET) has also increased.

While only bottle-grade PET had been
produced previously, textile-grade
production resumed last week.He added
that expanding production capacity at
Bouali Petrochemical Company will
support higher output of textile industry
feedstocks at Tondgooyan Petrochemical
Company, helping meet growing demand
from the sector.Motaqi said adjustments
to industrial quotas by the Ministry of
Industry, Mine and Trade, combined with
higher petrochemical supply volumes,
have eased restrictions on raw material
availability and helped normalize market
conditions.

Base Prices Remain Frozen

According to Motaqj, a directive by
higher authorities to stabilize petrochem-
ical base prices remains in effect beyond
its original June 2026 expiration date.As
a result, the base prices of petrochemi-
cal products traded on the commodity
and energy exchanges continue to be
calculated using global price benchmarks
from before the outbreak of the third
imposed war, in accordance with direc-
tives issued by the Supreme National
Security Council.He emphasized that no
price increases linked to higher global
petrochemical prices have been applied.
Only changes in exchange rates are re-
flected in pricing calculations.The policy

applies both to petrochemical feedstock
pricing and to products sold through the
exchanges, he said.

No Increase in Detergent Feedstock
Prices

Motagqi said NPC maintains close coor-
dination with various departments of the
Ministry of Industry, Mine and Trade, as
well as consumer protection and trade
authorities, to manage raw material
supply and regulate the petrochemical
market.Addressing recent public concern
over detergent price increases, he said
the petrochemical industry supplies lin-
car alkylbenzene (LAB), a key detergent
feedstock, and that no price increase has
been implemented for the product.“LAB
prices remain based on rates that were
in place before March 2026, prior to the
start of the third imposed war,” he said.
Motaqi added that all LAB transactions
on the commodity exchange have been
completed without competitive bid-
ding, allowing buyers to purchase the
product at the official base price. While
transportation and logistics challenges
may have occurred at certain times, he
said the petrochemical industry has fully
supplied detergent manufacturers with
the raw materials they need and that no
price increase has been imposed on those
materials.

OIL

Petchem plants to be rebuilt

with advanced technologies
The head of the National Petrochemical
Company (NPC) said the company will
support petrochemical holdings and firms
affected by the recent conflict and empha-
sized that damaged facilities should be re-
built and brought back into operation using
advanced technologies.
According to the NPC, CEO Hassan
Abbaszadeh made the remarks during a
meeting attended by senior executives from
petrochemical companies to review recov-
ery and reconstruction efforts at facilities
damaged during the Third Imposed War.
Abbaszadeh said the NPC remains com-
mitted to supporting affected holdings and
petrochemical companies and stressed that
reconstruction activities should continue at
an appropriate pace by utilizing all available
industry capacities.He added that damaged
plants should be rebuilt and restarted with
the help of modern technologies, noting that
greater coordination and synergy among
different segments of the petrochemical
industry will be essential to the recovery
process.During the meeting, senior petro-
chemical industry officials underscored the
need for cooperation and alignment across
the sector and reaffirmed their determina-
tion to accelerate the reconstruction of
facilities damaged during the conflict.Chief
executives of petrochemical companies also
presented updates on restoration progress
and shared their views on measures needed
to speed up the rebuilding process.

Fuel quota transfer to bank
cards moves closer to

implementation
The plan to transfer fuel quotas from smart
fuel cards to bank cards is moving toward
implementation, with the Ministry of Oil
reaffirming that the required technical infra-
structure is already in place.
The initiative, introduced as part of the
1404 national budget law, is designed to
improve fuel consumption management,
streamline fuel distribution and allocation,
reduce operating costs, curb fuel smug-
gling and integrate smart fuel management
systems. Under the law, the Ministry of Oil,
through the National Iranian Oil Products
Distribution Company (NIOPDC) and
in cooperation with the Central Bank of
Iran, is required to enable vehicle owners
to receive fuel quotas through their bank
cards.Oil Minister Mohsen Paknejad said
the infrastructure needed to connect fuel
quotas to bank cards is ready and noted that
implementation now depends on coopera-
tion from other government bodies, particu-
larly the Ministry of Economic Affairs and
Finance. He emphasized that the measure is
a legal obligation and should be carried out
once the remaining requirements are met.
The proposal comes as gasoline consump-
tion management has become a major
policy challenge amid growing demand
and limited production capacity. Officials
view the banking network as a practical
platform for modernizing fuel allocation
and monitoring consumption.According to
Paknejad, about 30 million active smart fuel
cards are currently in use across the country,
highlighting the scale of the system and the
potential benefits of integration with bank-
ing services.NIOPDC CEO Keramat Veis-
karami said the company has completed the
necessary technical assessments and system
upgrades. He added that extensive coordina-
tion meetings have been held with the Plan
and Budget Organization, the Ministry of
Economic Affairs and Finance and other
relevant institutions to prepare the executive
framework.Despite the readiness of the tech-
nical infrastructure, nationwide implementa-
tion has not yet begun because the executive
bylaw required for the project has not been
approved and issued by the cabinet. Officials
say the plan can move forward immediately
once the bylaw is finalized.
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